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Messages can be recorded by a parent, teacher, or other caregiver directly on the
communicator. Often, there is a slot or plastic pocket near the button or cell, into which
a photo, picture, word, or icon printed on a slip of paper is inserted to identify the
message. On some communicators, the slot or pocket is located directly over the button
or cell, which is pressed through the icon or picture.

Message icons are similar to icons on a computer desktop. They consist of a drawing,
often with a single word or phrase as a caption. The drawing can be abstract (symbolic),
but the icons used on single message communicators tend to have drawings that are
easily understandable. For example, the icon for “yes” might be a smiling face with
movement lines above and below the face, while the icon for “no” might be a frowning
face with movement lines to the right and left of the face. A photo of the child’s favorite
food might be used to identify the message “I am hungry,” while a photo of Mom might
be used for some other message. Software is available for creating icons or printing
them from icon libraries.

It is possible to use two or more single message communicators together so that more
than one message can be communicated with them. For example, to enable someone
with severe physical disabilities who cannot speak to answer questions, two single
message communicators can be used, one with the message “Yes” and the other with the
message “No.” Similarly, a household or classroom might have one single message
communicator to enable a non-verbal child to communicate the message “I am hungry,”
and another to allow the child to communicate the message “l need to go to the
bathroom.”

Single message communicators come with buttons in a variety of bright colors, so it is
also possible to use colors to distinguish different messages, without photos or icons.

Some individuals cannot press an electro-mechanical button, no matter how large. For
these individuals, a motion-sensitive single message communicator is available, and
some button-input single message communicators can be connected to special switches
designed to allow individuals with severe physical or neurological disabilities to operate
electronic devices. Scanning communicators are also designed for switch operation; for
a fuller explanation of switches, see below in the section on scanning communicators.
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Figure 2: The No Touch Talker from Attainment Company plays its single recorded
message when the user moves near to the device.

Many single message communicators can also activate a toy or other device at the same
time the message is spoken. This capability can support cause-and-effect training for
children born with severe physical disabilities, such as spasticity in all four limbs, who
may have trouble learning that a certain action that they take has a particular effect in
the outside world. Once this lesson is learned, the child may be able to communicate in a
more complex way.

Button communicators are not the only kind of single message communicator. For
example, some single message communicators resemble greeting cards or passports,
with a slot for a picture on the cover (and/or on the inside of the front cover) and a
button on the inside. The resemblance is appropriate, since one possible use for single
message communicators of this type is to allow a non-verbal individual to introduce
him- or herself.

Figure 3: The GoTalk Card from Attainment Company is a single message
communicator in a wallet-style format. It holds two pictures—one on the front and one
inside the front cover.
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Adaptivation, Inc.

2225 West 50th, Suite 100

Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57105

Telephone: 800-723-2783 toll free or 605-335-4445.

Fax: 605-335-4446.

Web: http://www.adaptivation.com.

Email: info@adaptivation.com.

Product type(s): single message, direct selection, scanning, sequential message;
switches.

Afforda Speech

2 Meadowlark Road

Gloucester, Ontario K1J 8N8

Canada

Telephone: 888-866-1668 toll free or 613-744-1971.
Fax: 613-744-3513.

Web: http://www.affordaspeech.com.

Email: info@affordaspeech.com.

Product type(s): direct selection, keyboard

AMDi (Advanced Multimedia Devices, Inc.)

200 Frank Road

Hicksville, New York 11801

Telephone: 888-353-2634 toll free or 516-822-0808.

Fax: 516-822-6611.

Web: http://www.amdi.net.

Email: order@amdi.net.

Product type(s): single message, direct selection, scanning, dynamic display; switches.

AssistiveWare, a division of Niemeijer Consult

Van Speijkstraat 73-D

Amsterdam, 1057 GN

Netherlands

Fax: 011-31-20-6128266.

Web: http://www.assistiveware.com.

Email: info@assistiveware.com.

Product type(s): Direct selection and scanning communicator software installable on
portable device.
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Attainment Company Inc.

P.O. Box 930160

504 Commerce Parkway

Verona, Wisconsin 53593-0160

Telephone: 800-327-4269 toll free or 608-845-7880.
Fax: 800-942-3865 toll free or 608-845-8040.

Web: http://www.attainmentcompany.com.

Email: info@attainmentcompany.com.

Product type(s): single message, direct selection; overlay software.

Aurora Systems, Inc.

Box 43005

Burnaby, British Columbia V5G-4S2
Canada

Telephone: 888-290-1133 or 604-291-6310.
Fax: 604-291-6310.

Web: http://www.aurora-systems.com.
Email: service@aurora-systems.com.

Product type(s): keyboard communicator software installable on a portable device.

Blink Twice, Inc.

900 Broadway, 8th Floor

New York, New York 10003

Telephone: 877-254-6511 toll free.

Web: http://www.blink-twice.com.

Email: info@blink-twice.com.

Product type(s): direct selection, scanning.

CHI Centers Inc.

10501 New Hampshire Avenue

Silver Spring, Maryland 20903
Telephone: 301-445-3350, extension 197.
Web: http://chicenters.org.

Email: sonha@chicenters.org.

Product type(s): direct selection.

C.J.T. Enterprises

P.O. Box 10028

Costa Mesa, California 92627
Telephone: 714-751-6295.

Fax: 714-751-5778.

Web: http://www.cjt-yes.com.
Email: yescjt@prodigy.net.
Product type(s): mounting systems.

ABLEDATA Fact Sheet on March 2008
Communicators

Page 23


http://www.attainmentcompany.com/
mailto:info@attainmentcompany.com
http://www.aurora-systems.com/
mailto:service@aurora-systems.com
http://www.blink-twice.com/
mailto:info@blink-twice.com
http://chicenters.org/
mailto:sonha@chicenters.org
http://www.cjt-yes.com/
mailto:yescjt@prodigy.net

Crestwood Communication Aids, Inc.

P.O. Box 090107

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209-0107
Telephone: 414-352-5678.

Fax: 414-352-5679.

Web: http://www.communicationaids.com.

Email: crestcomm@aol.com.
Product type(s): direct selection; switches.

Daedalus Technologies, Inc.

2491 Vauxhall Place

Richmond, British Columbia V6V 175
Canada

Telephone: 604-270-4605.

Fax: 604-244-8443.

Web: http://www.daessy.com.
Email: daessy@daessy.com.

Product type(s): mounting systems.

Digital Acoustics Corporation

1 Compobeach Road, Suite 100
Westport, Connecticut 06880
Telephone: 203-571-0567.

Fax: 203-416-8334.

Web: http://www.textspeak.com.
Email: sales@textspeak.com.

Product type(s): speech synthesizers that connect directly to computer keyboards,

making a keyboard communicator.

Dynavox Systems LLC

2100 Wharton Street, Suite 400
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15203

Telephone: 800-344-1778 toll free or 412-381-4883.

Fax: 412-381-5241.
Web: http://www.dynavoxsys.com.
Email: contact@dynavoxsys.com.

Product type(s): direct selection, scanning, dynamic display; Palmtop- and PocketPC-

based communicators.
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Enabling Devices

385 Warburton Avenue

Hastings-On-Hudson, New York 10706

Telephone: 800-832-8697 toll free or 914-478-0960.

Fax: 914-478-7030.

Web: http://www.enablingdevices.com.

Email: sales@enablingdevices.com.

Product type(s): single message, direct selection, scanning; switches.

Eye Response Technologies

100 2nd Street, NW

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
Telephone: 434-296-3846.

Fax: 434-296-3890.

Web: http://www.eyeresponse.com.
Email: info@eyeresponse.com.

Product type(s): eyegaze communicator.

Forbes Rehab Services, Inc.

49 South Illinois Avenue

Mansfield, Ohio 44905

Telephone: 888-884-2190 toll free.

Fax: 877-884-9383 toll free.

Web: http://www.frs-solutions.com.
Email: paulf@frs-solutions.com.

Product type(s): direct selection, eyegaze.

Frame Technologies

W677 Pearl Street

Oneida, Wisconsin 54155
Telephone: 920-869-2979.

Fax: 920-869-2979.

Web: http://www.frame-tech.com.
Email: cframe@netnet.net.
Product type(s): direct selection.

Great Talking Box Company

2245 Fortune Drive, Suite A

San Jose, California 95131

Telephone: 877-275-4482 toll free or 408-456-0133.

Fax: 408-456-0134.

Web: http://www.greattalkingbox.com.

Email: customercare@greattalkingbox.com.

Product type(s): direct selection, scanning, dynamic display.
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Gus Communications, Inc.

1006 Lonetree Court

Bellingham, Washington 98226

Telephone: 360-715-8580.

Fax: 360-715-9633.

Web: http://www.gusinc.com.

Email: admin@qusinc.com.

Product type(s): direct selection, scanning, dynamic display; software (direct selection
communicator program and overlay designer program).

H.K. Eyecan Ltd.

36 Burland Street

Ottawa, Ontario K2B 6J8

Canada

Telephone: 800-356-3362 toll free or 613-860-0333.
Fax: 613-596-4300.

Web: http://www.eyecan.ca.

Email: info@eyecan.ca.

Product type(s): eyegaze.

LC Technologies Inc.

1483 Chain Bridge Road

Suite 104

McLean, Virginia 22101

Telephone: 800-393-4293 or 703-385-7133.
Fax: 703-288-3727.

Web: http://www.eyegaze.com.

Email: info0309@eyegaze.com.

Product type(s): eyegaze.

Libego AB

Diskettgatan 11B

Linkoping, SE-583 35

Sweden

Telephone: 011-46-13-342-0160.
Fax: 011-46-13-342-0161.

Web: http://voisec.se.

Email: info@libego.se.

Product type(s): single message.
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Lingraphicare America, Inc.

15 Spring Street, 2nd Floor

Princeton, New Jersey 08542

Telephone: 888-274-2742 toll free or 609-683-7272.
Fax: 609-683-7104.

Web: http://www.aphasia.com.

Email: office@aphasia.com.

Product type(s): direct selection.

Mayer-Johnson, LLC

P.O. Box 1579

Solana Beach, California 92075-1579

Telephone: 800-588-4548 toll free or 858-550-0084.
Fax: 858-550-0449.

Web: http://www.mayer-johnson.com.

Email: mayerj@mayerjohnson.com.

Product type(s): symbol / photo libraries with recorded messages.

One Write Company

3750 State Route 37 East

P.O. Box 628

Lancaster, Ohio 43130

Telephone: 800-268-6070 toll free.

Fax: 740-654-2260.

Web: http://www.cyranocommunicator.com.
Email: cyrano__questions@onewriteco.com.
Product type(s): direct selection, keyboard.

Pictocom International

Box 2094

Rosetown, Saskatchewan SOL 2VO

Canada

Telephone: 306-882-4316.

Fax: 306-882-4550.

Web: http://www.pictoworld.com.

Email: info@pictoworld.com.

Product type(s): software (symbolic picture library with speech).
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Possum Controls Ltd.

8 Farmbrough Close

Stocklake Park Industrial Estate

Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP20 1DQ

United Kingdom

Telephone: 011-44-1296-461000 (Controls) or 011-44-1296-461002 (AAC).
Fax: 011-44-1296-461001 (Controls) or 011-44-8714-740433 (AAC).

Web: http://www.possum.co.uk.

Email: unit8 @possum.co.uk.

Product type(s): keyboard, dynamic display; switches.

Prentke Romich Company

1022 Heyl Road

Wooster, Ohio 44691

Telephone: 800-262-1984 toll free or 330-262-1984.

Fax: 330-263-4829.

Web: http://www.prentrom.com.

Email: info@prentrom.com.

Product type(s): direct selection, keyboard, scanning, dynamic display.

Saltillo Corporation

2143 Township Road #112

Millersburg, Ohio 44654

Telephone: 800-382-8622 toll free or 330-674-6722.

Web: http://www.saltillo.com.

Email: aac@saltillo.com.

Product type(s): single message, direct selection, scanning, dynamic display; software
(picture/vocabulary library); switches.

Sensory Software International Ltd.

26 Abbey Road

Malvern, WR14 3HD

United Kingdom

Telephone: 011-44-1684-578868.

Fax: 011-44-1684-578868.

Web: http://www.sensorysoftware.com.

Email: info@sensorysoftware.com.

Product type(s): software (symbol grids and direct selection communicator program).
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Tash Inc.

3512 Mayland Court

Richmond, Virginia 23233

Telephone: 800-463-5685 toll free or 804-747-5020.

Fax: 804-747-5224.

Web: http://www.tashinc.com.

Email: tashinc@aol.com.

Product type(s): single message; switches; mounting systems.

Technology and Integration, Inc.

721 Winfree Ave.

Lakeland, Florida 33801

Telephone: 877-759-1016.

Fax: 863-248-3727.

Web: http://www.tniinc.com.

Email: info@tniinc.com.

Product type(s): direct selection, keyboard.

Tobii Assistive Technology, Inc.

333 EIlm Street

Dedham, Massachusetts 02026

Telephone: 800-793-9227 toll free or 781-461-8200.

Fax: 781-461-8213.

Web: http://www.assistivetech.com.

Email: customercare@assistivetech.com.

Product type(s): direct selection, keyboard, scanning, eyegaze.

Toby Churchill, Ltd.

Norman Way Industrial Estate

Over, Cambridge CB24 5QE

United Kingdom

Telephone: 011-44-1962-842792.

Fax: 011-44-1962-854994.

Web: http://www.toby-churchill.com.
Email: alison@toby-churchill.com.
Product type(s): direct selection, scanning.

Touch & Talk Software International

71158 Thole Road

Mellen, Wisconsin 54546

Telephone: 800-694-0628 toll free or 715-264-2810.

Fax: 715-264-2810.

Web: http://www.touchntalk.com.

Email: john@touchntalk.com.

Product type(s): software (direct selection and keyboard communicator program).
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Traxsys Input Products

1 Embankment Way

Castleman Crossing Industrial Estate
Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 1EU

United Kingdom

Telephone: 011-44-1425-463100.

Fax: 011-44-1425-463111.

Web: http://www.traxsys.com.

Product type(s): direct selection; switches.

Viking Software AS

Strgmgaten 4

Bergen 5015

Sweden

Telephone: 011-47-5555-1060.

Fax: 011-47-5555-1061.

Web: http://www.viking-software.com.

Email: sales@viking-software.com.

Product type(s): direct selection, keyboard, scanning; software (symbol/word library).

Words+, Inc.

42505 10th Street West

Lancaster, California 93534-7059

Telephone: 800-869-8521 toll free or 661-723-6523.

Fax: 661-723-2114.

Web: http://www.words-plus.com.

Email: info@words-plus.com.

Product type(s): direct selection, scanning; software (direct selection and scanning
communicator programs); switches.

Zygo Industries Inc.

P.O. Box 1008

Portland, Oregon 97207-1008

Telephone: 800-234-6006 toll free or 503-684-6006.

Fax: 503-684-6011.

Web: http://www.zygo-usa.com.

Email: zygo@zygo-usa.com.

Product type(s): direct selection, keyboard, scanning, dynamic display; switches;
mounting systems.

Page 30 March 2008 ABLEDATA Fact Sheet on
Communicators


http://www.traxsys.com/
http://www.viking-software.com/
mailto:sales@viking-software.com
http://www.words-plus.com/
mailto:info@words-plus.com
http://www.zygo-usa.com/
mailto:zygo@zygo-usa.com

Communicator Distributors

The following list includes the communicator distributors listed by ABLEDATA as of
March, 2008. Below each company’s contact information, we list the brands sold by
that company.

Adaptive Child

11469 Olive Boulevard

Suite 198

St. Louis, Missouri 63141-7108

Telephone: 877-664-4565 toll free or 314-692-2424.

Fax: 800-664-4534 or 314-692-2428.

Web: http://www.adaptivechild.com.

Email: sales@adaptivechild.com.

Sells products from Ablenet, Adamlab, AMDi, and Attainment Company.

Adaptive Solutions, Inc.

2127 Court Street

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767

Telephone: 225-387-0428.

Fax: 225-387-6092.

Web: http://www.adaptive-sol.com.

Email: sherry@adaptive-sol.com.

Sells products from Ablenet, Adaptivation, AMDi, Attainment Company, Enabling
Devices, Gus Communication, Tash, Tobii Assistive Technology Inc., and Zygo
Industries.

Aroga Group

150-5055 Joyce Street

Vancouver, British Columbia V5R 6B2

Canada

Telephone: 800-561-6222 or 604-431-7997.

Fax: 604-431-7995.

Web: http://www.aroga.com.

Email: sales@aroga.com.

Sells products from CJT Enterprises, Daedulus Technologies, Libego AB, Prentke
Romich, Saltillo, and Tash.
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Augmentative Communication Consultants Inc.

P.O. Box 731

Moon Township, Pennsylvania 15108

Telephone: 800-982-2248 toll free or 412-264-6121.

Fax: 412-269-0923.

Web: http://www.acciinc.com.

Email: accil@earthlink.net.

Sells products from Ablenet, AMDi, Attainment Company, Enabling Devices, Tash,
Technology & Integration, Toby Churchill, Traxsys, and Zygo Industries.

B Independent, Inc.

921 Northlake Drive

Richardson, Texas 75080

Telephone: 913-390-0247.

Fax: 913-390-7090.

Web: http://www.bindependent.com.
Email: customercare@bindependent.com.
Sells products from Attainment Company.

Dragonfly Toy Company

291 Yale Avenue

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3M OL4

Canada

Telephone: 800-308-2208 toll free or 204-453-2222.
Fax: 204-453-2320.

Web: http://www.dragonflytoys.com.

Email: sales@dftoys.com.

Sells products from Enabling Devices.

Dunamis Inc.

3545 Cruse Road, Suite 312

Lawrenceville, Georgia 30044

Telephone: 800-828-2443 toll free or 770-279-1144.

Fax: 770-279-08009.

Web: http://www.dunamisinc.com.

Email: Info@Dunamisinc.com.

Sells products from Ablenet, Adaptivation, AMDi, Enabling Devices, Mayer-Johnson,
Prentke Romich, Saltillo, Tash, and Toby Churchill.
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EnableMart

4210 E. 4th Plain Boulevard

Vancouver, Washington 98661

Telephone: 888-640-1999 toll free or 360-695-4155.

Fax: 360-695-4133.

Web: http://www.enablemart.com.

Email: sales@enablemart.com.

Sells products from Ablenet, AMDi, Attainment Company, Aurora Systems, Gus
Communications, Mayer-Johnson, Tash, and Zygo Industries.

Environmental Health Science, Inc.

418 Wall Street

Princeton, New Jersey 08540

Telephone: 800-841-8923 toll free toll free or 609-924-7616.

Fax: 609-924-0793.

Web: http://www.speechgeneratingdevices.com.

Email: healthscience@patmedia.net.

Sells products from Ablenet, AMDi, Saltillo, Technology and Integration, Toby
Churchill, and Zygo Industries.

FlagHouse, Inc.

601 Flaghouse Drive

Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey 07604-3116

Telephone: 800-793-7900 or 201-288-7600.

Fax: 800-793-7922 or 201-288-7887.

Web: http://www.flaghouse.com.

Email: sales@flaghouse.com.

Sells products from Ablenet, Crestwood, and Enabling Devices.

Inclusive TLC

2206 Legacy Oak Drive

Waxhaw, North Carolina 28173

Telephone: 800-462-0930 toll free or 704-243-3622.

Fax: 704-243-3623.

Web: http://www.inclusiveTLC.com.

Email: info@inclusiveTLC.com.

Sells products from Ablenet, Adaptivation, AMDi, Attainment Company, Tash, and
Traxsys.
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Independent Living Technologies, Inc.

129 US Highway 70 West

Garner, North Carolina 27529

Telephone: 877-458-7687 toll free.

Fax: 866-518-9682 toll free.

Web: http://www.iltsource.com.

Email: sales@iltsource.com.

Sells products from Ablenet, AMDi, Attainment Company, and Tash.

Infogrip, Inc.

1794 East Main Street

Ventura, California 93001

Telephone: 800-397-0921 or 805-652-0770.

Fax: 805-652-0880.

Web: http://www.infogrip.com.

Email: sales@infogrip.com.

Sells products from Ablenet, Attainment Company, Mayer-Johnson, Saltillo, Tobii
Assistive Technology Inc., and Viking Software.

Key Technologies, Inc.

411 South King Street

Maorganton, North Carolina 28655

Telephone: 888-433-5303 toll free or 828-433-5302.

Fax: 828-433-6298.

Web: http://www.gokeytech.com.

Email: info@gokeytech.com.

Sells products from Ablenet, Adaptivation, Attainment Company, Mayer-Johnson,
Saltillo, Words+, Zygo Industries.

Laetare Solutions

2409 BelAir Drive

Bowie, Maryland 20715

Telephone: 800-466-7294 toll free.

Fax: 301-809-9307.

Web: http://www.laetaresolutions.com.

Email: laetaresolutions@comcast.net.

Sells products from AMD:i, Enabling Devices, Tash, and Technology and Integration.

Learning Services

P.O. Box 10636

Eugene, Oregon 97440

Telephone: 800-877-9378 toll free.

Web: http://www.learningservicesus.com.

Sells products from Ablenet and Attainment Company
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NanoPac, Inc.

4823 S. Sheridan Road, Suite 302

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145-5717

Telephone: 800-580-6086 toll free or 918-665-0329.

Fax: 918-665-0361.

Web: http://www.nanopac.com.

Email: info@nanopac.com.

Sells products from Ablenet, Prentke Romich, Tash, and Zygo Industries.

Synapse Adaptive

14 Lynn Court

San Rafael, California 94901

Telephone: 800-317-9611 toll free or 415-455-9700.

Fax: 415-455-9801.

Web: http://www.synapseadaptive.com.

Email: info@synapseadaptive.com.

Sells products from The Great Talking Box Company, Mayer-Johnson, and Tash.

Technology for Education, Inc.

1870 50th Street East, Suite 7

Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota 55077-1270

Telephone: 800-370-0047 or 651-457-1917.

Fax: 651-457-3534.

Web: http://www.tfeinc.com.

Email: sales@tfeinc.com.

Sells products from Ablenet, AMDi, Enabling Devices, Mayer-Johnson, and Tash.

Turning Point Therapy & Technology Inc.

P.O. Box 310945

New Braunfels, Texas 78131-0945

Telephone: 877-608-9812 or 830-608-9812.

Fax: 830-608-0882.

Web: http://www.turningpointtechnology.com.

Email: sales@turningpointtechnology.com.

Sells products from Ablenet, AMDi, Attainment Company, Gus Communications, Tash,
and Traxsys.
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